THREATS TO
NIGERIAN
ELEPHANTS

The survival of Nigerian elephants hangs in the balance
due to various critical threats they face on a daily basis.
Poaching remains one of the gravest dangers. The illegal
killing of elephants for their ivory tusks not only
decimates populations but also disrupts their social
structures, as elephants are highly intelligent and deeply
social beings. The demand for ivory persists, driving this
cruel trade and fueling the decline of Nigerian elephants.
It is crucial to combat poaching through strict law
enforcement, raising awareness, and supporting

anti-poaching initiatives.

Habitat loss is another major challenge. Deforestation,
driven by unsustainable logging practices, agriculture
expansion, and urban development, destroys the natural
habitats that Nigerian elephants rely on for survival. The
loss of forests and other crucial ecosystems disrupts their
movement patterns, limits their access to food and water,
and reduces their breeding opportunities. Urgent efforts
are needed to protect and restore their habitats, estab-
lishing corridors that allow elephants to move freely and
ensuring the availability of suitable environments for their

continued existence.

INTRODUCTION

Nigerian elephants are an integral part of the country's
rich biodiversity. These magnificent animals are known for
their close-knit family units, where generations of
elephants care for one another and pass down their
knowledge and traditions. However, their very existence
is under threat. By increasing awareness about the
challenges they face, we can pave the way for meaning-

ful conservation efforts.

Nigerian elephants face a multitude of threats, including
rampant poaching driven by the illegal ivory trade. Their
magnificent tusks, sought after for their supposed medic-
inal properties and ornamental value, make them prime
targets for poachers. Additionally, rapid deforestation,
urban expansion, and agricultural activities encroach
upon their habitats, fragmenting their populations and
limiting their access to food and water sources. Further-
more, as human settlements expand, human-elephant
conflicts arise, leading to damage to property, crops, and
sometimes even loss of human life. It is imperative that we
take immediate action to protect Nigerian elephants and

ensure their survival in the wild.

Save the
Elephants!

Protect the Giants

Elephants are majestic creatures that play a vital role in
maintaining the delicate balance of ecosystems. In Nigeria, they
are not only symbols of our natural heritage but also essential
for the health of our environment. However, these magnificent
animals are facing numerous challenges, including habitat loss,
poaching, and lack of structured advocacy. Join us in our
mission to conserve Nigeria's elephants and secure a future
where they can thrive.



WHY ELEPHANT
CONSERVATION
MATTERS

Elephants play a vital role in maintaining the health and

balance of Nigeria's ecosystems. As keystone species,
they have a profound impact on the environment.
Through their feeding and browsing habits, elephants
shape landscapes, creating clearings that allow new
growth and facilitating seed dispersal over vast distances.
These actions promote the growth and diversity of plant
species, leading to healthier and more resilient ecosys-
tems. Furthermore, elephants are excellent "gardeners"
as they consume a wide variety of plant material and their
dung acts as natural fertilizer, enriching the soil and
promoting plant growth.

Beyond their ecological significance, elephants also
contribute to the overall well-being of local communities
and the economy. Elephant tourism, when responsibly
managed, can provide substantial economic benefits.
Visitors are drawn to witness the magnificence of these
gentle giants in their natural habitats, generating income
for local communities through ecotourism initiatives. This
revenue helps support local businesses, infrastructure
development, and educational programs, thereby

improving the quality of life for nearby communities.

By protecting Nigerian elephants, we safeguard the Your support can make a significant impact on Nigerian
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integrity of Nigeria's natural heritage. Conserving ing community-led conservation initiatives that promote

elephants is not just an environmental obligation; it is a peaceful coexistence between elephants and local

commitment to the sustainable development and communities is another crucial step. Spread awareness

long-term well-being of our communities and future about the importance of elephant conservation through

generations. Together, let's raise awareness, support social media, community events, and educational

conservation efforts, and celebrate the vital role that programs. Together, we can make a difference and

Nigerian elephants play in our shared ecosystem. secure a brighter future for Nigerian elephants.

OUR ORGANIZATION

The Coalition for Biodiversity Conservationists of Nigeria
(CBCN) is a dedicated organization that strives to create
a united front in the battle against biodiversity loss. Our
mission is to foster collaboration and networking among
local organizations and practitioners in Nigeria, with a
focus on conserving our natural heritage. As part of our
efforts, we have undertaken the project "Conserving
Nigeria's Elephants" with support from GEF Small Grants
Programme (SGP) Nigeria in two crucial range areas:
Yankari Game Reserve in Bauchi State and Omo Forest
Reserve in Ogun State. These reserves serve as critical
habitats for elephants and require immediate and
increased efforts for their protection

CONTACT US

J +2348138147 243
J +447 5440 73097
info@thecbcn.org

9 No. 8 Nasarawa Avenue
War College Estate
Gwarimpa, Abuja
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